LIFE IN
SAINT LUCIA
A GUIDE TO LIVING HERE

INVEST HERE, LIVE HERE, LOVE IT LIKE YOUR OWN!

SAINT
LUCIA

Saint Lucia is one of the most livable islands in the
Eastern Caribbean and its landscape is as diverse as its
heritage. The island has a perfect mix of modern
convenience and unspoiled natural beauty with a rich
cultural calendar of vibrant festivals. Investors fall in
love with the lifestyle. It could be the sprawling golf
courses, top rated marinas, abundant fresh produce,
fine dining, duty free luxury goods, reliable shipping,
accessible foreign exchange, international schools and
a service-oriented culture with friendly citizens. It could
be calm leeward waters teaming with whales, dolphins
and game fish.
Saint Lucia enjoys relative proximity to both the
regional and near shore markets of North America,
South America. When it’s time to travel, our
international (UVF) and regional (SLU) airports have
weekly connections to all major Caribbean, South
American, US, Canadian, UK and European
destinations.
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GENERAL
FACTS
Saint Lucia, located 24 miles (39 km) south of Martinique and
21 miles (34 km) northeast of Saint Vincent, spans 238 sq.
miles across the Caribbean Sea. Saint Lucia is a member of
the Commonwealth and has a population of 179,995 (2019).
The capital and major port is Castries. This island is renowned
for its iconic twin peaks – the Pitons which received World
Heritage status by UNESCO in 2004. The Pitons are regarded
as an important landmark and a great nautical guide to
travelers. The island is also home of tropical rainforests and a
drive-in Volcano, which is replete with therapeutic hot spring
baths. The island is also famously known for its two Nobel
Laureates – Sir Derek Alton Walcott (Literature 1992) and Sir
William Arthur Lewis (Economics 1979).
No two parts of the island are alike! Some parts of Saint Lucia
are ideal for bustling nightlife and beachside relaxation, while
others offer opportunities to get away from it all and explore
dense forests and quiet vistas.
Saint Lucia is one of the most trending destinations for
investment in the English-speaking Caribbean and the
country is politically stable. It has a wealth of investment
opportunities in a wide range of sectors that speak to the
sustainable and profitable development of diverse projects
and industries. The island economy presents an idyllic
lifestyle and living here is relatively easy given the presence of
relative comforts and necessities such as education,
healthcare and infrastructural services.
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GOVERMENT
Independent, Constitutional Parliamentary
Democracy; Elections held every 5 years
Head Of Government: Prime minister
Head Of State: Governor General
CLIMATE
Saint Lucia is a tropical island bordered by the Atlantic
Ocean on the east coast, and the Caribbean Sea on
the west. As a result, Saint Lucia has a hot, tropical
climate throughout the year with average annual
temperature estimated between 77F (25C) and 84F
(29C).
Like other islands in the Caribbean region, there are
two seasoned weather periods throughout the year,
the dry period which runs from February to May and
the the wet season which runs from June to
November. Although there is a dry and wet season,
the island experiences rainfall throughout the year.

LANGUAGE
The official language of Saint Lucia is English. A French
Creole is widely spoken in the country.
CULTURE
Saint Lucia’s history is a rich tapestry and for many
years, the island has been a melting pot of cultures.
The island has a strong sense of heritage and cultural
identity that locals vigorously celebrate to this day.
There are a number of cultural festivities that are
indigenous to Saint Lucia including the La Rose and La
Margeurite Flower Festivals. Additionally, the island’s
Carnival is celebrated on the 3rd Monday and Tuesday
of the month of July. Jounen Kweyol (Creole Day) is the
premiere cultural festival and is celebrated on the last
Sunday in October. Saint Lucia is also known for its
quadrille dance and folk songs.

LIVING IN
SAINT LUCIA
EDUCATION
Saint Lucia’s education system currently comprises of
the following:
Early Childhood (daycare): provides educational and
developmental opportunities to children 1 to 4 years.
Primary school: caters for kindergarten to grade 6.
For children from the age of 5 to11 years old.
Secondary school – form 1 to 5. For children from
age 11 to 17 years.
The Sir Arthur Lewis Community College is the main
tertiary level institution. Tertiary education is also
provided by University of the West Indies, Monroe
College and Spartan Health Sciences University. The
academic year begins from September and ends in July.
Investors migrating with children should have on hand a
copy of the child/children’s transcripts and an
attendance letter from their previous schools.

HEALTHCARE
There are medical and wellness centers placed strategically
at all the towns and villages around the island. There are
thirty-six (36) Health and Wellness Centers, three (3) public
hospitals, one (1) private hospital and one (1) Psychiatric
hospital equipped with qualified doctors, nurses,
caretakers and psychiatrists.
Major Public Hospital Victoria Hospital (Castries)
St. Jude’s Hospital (Vieux-Fort)
Private Hospital – Tapion Hospital (Castries)
Saint Lucia National Mental Wellness Centre
Community hospitals – Soufriere Hospital (Soufriere)
and Dennery Hospital (Dennery)
Polyclinic in Gros Islet
A new state of the art hospital – the Owen King EU Hospital
- located along the Millennium Highway, Castries
has been constructed and opened to serve as a new
medical facility on the island. All health care in Saint Lucia is
privately funded with the exception of health care services
at the health centers where all Saint Lucians and residents
are entitled to free medical treatment. There are a number
of insurance companies on island which provide affordable
health insurances to every resident and citizen of Saint
Lucia.
The emergency call numbers in Saint Lucia are as follows:
Police: call 999
Fire and Ambulance: call 911
Disaster: call 452-3802
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SECURITY
The Royal Saint Lucia Police Force is responsible for
ensuring civilian protection and defence. Saint Lucia is
a relatively safe country with moderate crime levels.
However, nationals and non-nationals must take the
necessary precautions to protect themselves, and
secure their assets from criminal acts of assault,
vandalism, burglary etc.
ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS AND FOOD
The northern most part of the island is famously
known as the entertainment hot spot, with exquisite
internationally acclaimed restaurants which cater to a
wide range of tastes and cuisine. In addition, there are
many other entertainment hot spots around the
island.
Saint Lucia is host to the renowned Atlantic Rally for
Cruisers, the Caribbean premiere yachting event. For
the spontaneous excursionists and adventure seekers,
there is a litany of tour companies and sightseeing
guides available. There is also a multiplex cinema in
the north of the island which adds to the
entertainment offerings.
LEISURE
There are many outstanding natural sites around Saint
Lucia, including the famous twin peaks – the Pitons – a
World Heritage Site. Saint Lucia houses the
Caribbean's only drive-in volcano and therapeutic
Sulphur Springs. The island has other unique
attractions like various protected rainforests and
magnificent waterfalls – both warm and cold. There
are no private beaches in Saint Lucia, therefore,
everyone is able to access all the wonderful white and
black sand beaches. The island is also home to various
unique species of birds, flora and reptiles. Across the
island there are many hiking trails and other outdoor
events such as AVT trail riding, cross country biking,
parasailing, kite surfing.
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SPORT
Saint Lucia is known for successes at many regional
and international sporting disciplines. The most
popular played sports on island are football (soccer),
basketball, cricket, tennis, volleyball, swimming and
netball. There are a few sporting facilities located
throughout the island which accommodates other
types of sports such as squash and other water sports.
There is a national tennis center and two private
tennis academies.
The Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium is an
internationally accredited track and field stadium.
Saint Lucia’s sporting disciplines has produced
outstanding Olympians in recent years. Saint Lucia is
also home to one 9 hole and one 18 hole golf course
with the occasional tournament for the golf
enthusiasts.

DRIVING
Driving in Saint Lucia is done on the left side of the
road with vehicles configured to UK and Japanese
models (right-hand). To drive a vehicle, you will need
to complete a driver’s license application provided that
you already have a valid driver’s license from your
home country. A local license is not required if you are
a holder of a valid OECS or International Driving
Permit. However, a transfer of license is done.
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MIGRATING
Upon entering the country, a visitor is given a
maximum of 3 to 6 weeks to remain on island. Prior to
the expiration of this deadline, or in the event the
visitor plans to stay longer, a further extension may be
granted after an application is made to the
Immigration Department. The extension granted will
be discretionary, based on responses given in an
interview conducted by an Immigration Officer.
Citizenship or permanent residence may be applied
for, through the Ministry responsible for Home Affairs,
Justice and National Security if a non-national is
desirous of becoming a citizen or a permanent
resident of Saint Lucia, after having resided in Saint
Lucia for:
• One (1) to three (3) years, temporary residency;
• Five (5) years, in the case of permanent residence, or;
• Seven (7) years for citizenship.

VISITOR VISA
Foreign nationals who intend to visit Saint Lucia for
business, pleasure or study are required to have a
valid passport from their country of citizenship.
Citizens from certain countries may be required to
obtain a Saint Lucian visa and this will be issued by
the Immigration Department under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Justice and National Security is
responsible for the issuance of Saint Lucian Visas.
Immigration Department, Visa Office - Telephone:
(758) 456 3825 (758) 456 3825 Facsimile: (758) 456
3823, Email: immigration@rslpf.com

SAINT LUCIA
MAKE IT YOUR OWN

Legal Disclaimer (Invest Saint Lucia)
These guidelines are provided for information purposes only and should not be relied on in lieu of professional advice.
Whilst Invest Saint Lucia has made every reasonable effort to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information
contained herein, the information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. Invest Saint Lucia does not accept
any responsibility or liability for the accuracy, content, completeness, legality, or reliability of the information contained
herein or howsoever else that information may be used. These guidelines are subject to periodic updates, revisions,
deletions and additions without prior notice.

